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What is significant? 

20 Ridgway Place, Melbourne, a two-storey residence built in 1898, designed by Laver, Fick and 

Vance and built by William Cooper. 

Elements that contribute to the significance of the place include (but are not limited to): 

• The building’s original external form, materials and detailing 

• The building’s high level of integrity to its original design 

• Loadbearing brickwork and a plain rendered parapet 

• Pattern and size of original fenestration 

• Timber double-hung windows, original continuous sills and lintels above the openings. 

Upper level additions setback behind the parapet, and more recent alterations, including the wrought 

iron grille in the ground floor window and the balustrading above the parapet, are not significant. 

How it is significant? 

20 Ridgway Place, Melbourne is of local historic, rarity and representative significance to the City of 

Melbourne.  

Why it is significant? 

20 Ridgway Place is historically significant as an example of residential development in central 

Melbourne in the late-Victorian period. As the only remaining cottage of six two-storey brick dwellings 
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erected c1898 as an investment by the Australian Widows’ Fund Life Assurance Society Ltd, the 

house at 20 Ridgway Place demonstrates the modest houses that were built along the back lanes of 

the central city from the late nineteenth century. The residence is also significant for its association 

with the Australian Widows’ Fund Life Assurance Society, formed in 1871 with a particular focus on 

providing insurance policies for widows. (Criterion A) 

20 Ridgway Place is a rare example of a residential building in the Hoddle Grid area. It survives as 

one of a diminishing number of small residences in the central city and the only one that has been 

identified from the late Victorian era. Rarity also extends to it being the last remaining house in a 

terrace row and as an early form of social housing. (Criterion B)  

20 Ridgway Place is significant as a residential building with attributes including the laneway setting, a 

two-storey form with narrow frontage and an arrangement of door and window openings characteristic 

of terrace houses. Its late-Victorian attributes extend to its materials of brick and render construction 

(now overpainted). (Criterion D) 

Primary source 

Hoddle Grid Heritage Review (Context & GJM Heritage, 2020) (updated March 2022) 
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