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Residential Planning and Design Guidelines 

North West Corner of Melrose Street and Mark Street · North Melbourne 

What Are These Guidelines For? 

These guidelines have been prepared to guide residential development on land at
the north-west corner of Melrose and Mark Streets, North Melbourne (�efer 
Figure l).1The guidelines enable the,l�d !O be subdivideaanldeveloped for
attached housmg without a planning pennit and ensure thathigh standards of 
residential ,unenity are achieved. � 
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Figure 7 - Location Ian 
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I 
� .s;:..c:__ ACriun S;dntn;·, (:.·<fr,� ... � .1..11 r.mcndrn<!'nt Sen..;ces 

The land is rectangular in shape \\iih frontages to liresrl Bl,ui,i',.lnt-iki5'iu:�i;i, and 
comprises an area of approximately 1353 square R�'S'-:1"TI0fs° ' &�ffto create 
ten ( 10) lots on the land, each ha Ying access from a ne\\ly creared road (a 5 metre 
\,ide right-of-\vay) off Mark Streer 

The lots offer an oppommity to cr.=ate trlllo,·at1ve, affordable. m::::d1um der.c1t:, 
hous111g ,,·ith excellent access to a \\ 1de r:1112.e of resident1al ser, ices a.i:i4.facilnies - -

(,--..._ 

\\.1th this aun m mind. the b.nd h:is been zoned Melbourne Res1ds::nt1al IR.21J.I1dcr . .______/ :he \loonee \"alk:- Pb.n.nmg Scheme 

What are the Objectives of the Guidelines? 

Tne gu1delrn..:s are based 011 some kc:: pl;:1.nrung obJtCll\ c:s :-lo�: 1rnpor1a.r.t\. 
,!1c\ aim re Jch1e\c a high dcgrc:c of co-c,rdinJuon nec:..:�5J'.\ for ::c comprc:·._·:15,\ � 
:11e:::1um-dcns1t\ housing de\ ck,rrnc:1, Other ob_1c:ct1\ c\ ;t, _ 

• T0 Jch1:..:·.·-· ;J dc:\cl,,1·111cn1 \\li1ci-. 1,, 1�u:lih ::rnd fur1..:r1,,1ul:·, '--, < 111p:H1i1,. -.,1rl1
th:..: rc·s1dc:11t1al char:ictc:r of the :irc:1
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., To encourage a variation in dwelling design. 

• To achieve acceptable standards of private open space, day lighting and visual
and acoustic privacy for residents.

• To provide a safe em·ironment for residents and other people.

• To mini.rnise the visual impact of car parking and other site facilities on the
I\1elrose Street streetscape .

.. To ensure suitable landscaping of public and private open spaces 

• To incorporate a high level of energy and infrastructure efficiency.

Requiren,ent for Dpvelopment Plans 

A development plan must be prepared and approved for each site. Plans 
conforming with the guidelines ,,ill not require a planning pennit but \\ill be 
assessed by the Council for compliance. 

The development plan must be dra\\TI at a scale of I: I 00 and contain sinular 
detail to that nonnally provided for to,,n planning application drawings. 
Specifically, the development plan should compri�'.fl1i s a tr'1E cop�· of ,-h-(• -a ,-,,-., ,-,11-r.o-.. .,-n-,-,.-!l[l-. r-11-ve_<i_b_y_t_h_e _ _, 

j Minister for Plann,n!J and Lo<'.,d Government on 
• a dimensioned site layout plan;
• a landscaping plan and pbnting schedule: 2 6 MAY 1997 
• dc:tails of anY external lighting:
e 2. di.mension�d plan shO\;mg ;1i building floor �i���'ii�Ut':'\�;�,�·�,;;.,u, 

Amendm,nt Services

• a description of the proposed external building n!itt�riai�t�r�ti:h::olours;
and 

• diagrams shO\\UJf'. tr,c: sh:ido\, c:ist b: proposed buildings a.r.c \\Orks :i, both
J (, C1C2IT1 and 2 OOpr.1 on 23 September

Plans submitted l; th;:- C::.,uncil for ::ipprO\ ::il \\ ill be' dec1dd upor. mthout ::i public 
consultation process lf t:1e pl::uis :m: Judged by the Council not w comp!: \\Ith 
the guidelines. the: m::i\ be ri.:ferrcd to the Administrarne Appe;:i:s Tribwul for ns 
cons1dc:r::HJon 

Propos:ils not ,11 compi1:.c;,cc; \11th the: de, elopmenl gu1dclmcs \\ ill be sub_1c:ct t,.l tJ1e 
pro\ JSIOllS of l:le IR2 :o;: c 
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Other P1anning Requirements 

Prior to the occupation of dwellings on any of the proposed lots, Willow Ware 
Australia Pty Ltd must complete noise attentuation works to t1!0atisfaction of 
the responsible authority. Noise attentuation works will generally be in. 
accordance \\ith recommendations of Watson Moss Growcott Acoustics Pty Ltd 
and must ensure that noise levels emitted from the factory are in compliance-v-ith 
State Environment Protection Policy N-l "Control of Noise from Commerce

Industry and Trade·· 

The Guidelines 

The guidelines which follow have been divided into two broad categories: 

A. Statutory Guidelines which reflect the requirements of the Planning
Scheme and planning pennit.

B Dt�sign Guidelines which address a range of issues relevant to the
planning and design objectives already referred to. The design guidelines
are consistent with the perfonnance criteria set out in The Good Design
Guide for '.\·ledium Density Housing (19951.___

{ Thi;:; a true cop�=;:;::-�,,,:.,,; c.!,::ved hv the · f,1tnister foe Piannin3 nnd Lo.:::d (;o')t.;r�rnc>nt 0� 
A. Statutory Guidelines

2 6 MAY 1997 
Al. Only one d\\·ellmg IS to be constructed on 7£2.-�L Adrian Sah10� (.,., ,,,,;,,,�. i,mendmcnt Services 

Office of Planning and H<>:i(;,,ie 

Dwellings must be set back from Melrose Sll'ffi<'H�siifll!esM�rnetres 
TI1e follcwing building features may protrude to \\ithm I metre o tie site 
frontage 

A2. 

• g:-ou;:-:: i;:, el en,:: porc1s::os and verandahs_
• b::., ,, ::idc,\\ s. J..nd
• f.:-s: f ... "',J:" op�r: b:.1lcon1cs

.�: Bui!.::::-:;_;: :::::::- be: consrrucrc:d to side sire boundanes (lh.Jt 1s, zcr,:, k,t 
l,nes I 

. .\..1 The r.-:.J'v-:::.::1; :::!!O\\Jbk buildm!c he12ht 1s S metres or f\,o stor::-., 
\'. h1cr.c:-_ �� 1:: k5° Thi� height 1s -rncJ.;ured from ground le,·el (J.t-,h:: 

:,:n,�c: c(:;,_ k't fr,'.'nt:1!ecl l(' the: h1ghl'.Sl pomt of the bt:ildmg. ,,h::i: 
ii·...:Jt;G ... ::: �:: ... ;-1t \.·i1 .�,:' .1 r()(�)f 
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A5 Each dwelling must provide for at least two (2) on-site c:i.r park.mg
spaces, ha\·ing minimum dimensions of 2. 6m x 4.9m, and accessible from
the rear laneway. No car park.mg is permitted in the frontage setback to
Melrose Street. --

8. Design Guidelines

Building Envelopes 

B 1. Each dwelling must be contained within the building em elope defined on
the Building Envelope Plan (refer Figure 2). For each lot the building 
envelope plan shows:
• A no building zone at the front of each lot, except as allowed under

Guideline Al.
• A zone :it the re:i.r of e:i.ch Joe for the construction of b:i.lcon.ies at Level

2 and Le\el 3.
• A zone in the central portion of each lot at Levels I, 2 and 3 which

allO\\S for maximum building height of eight (S) metres or C\\O 

storeys. r� ...,._._ ____ _ Thi� a rrut.' r:<1:=='.,! c[ rhe r.i;!L:-,C:·;·,_;·.; --:,:)1:·r,ved bv th:JMinisttr for Pli!.11:iin� ;u\C :.uc�i G:;v�:/,�rnent or� 
i 

Party Wc.1//s
2 6 MAY 1997 B.2 The use of party \\J.lls between dwelling and garage stn..icrures h:i.s 

ad1:antaQes in both efficient use of avai]a d±r5f�·lf{'�,-,. __ ," 'sin<>-··'"'" .'\mend,ncnt Services
._ 

10ffite Ot'Pia,lOtng in t!•·· � ·1�C
.:, building costs. Designers are encourage ���&ttiMt'iis. �ts 

Designers are encouraged to consult \\ ith"'M"M"""l�'ffl"�'l"'rf'"'.ff'n.....;.,...;..,.,,..,-4,..,_....,..._
explore their \dlingness to co-operate in the creation and use of p:i.rty
\\all east:-:-:c:nls for c:,\cilings
P::i.n::, \,a:: e::i.ser.1c:nts h:l\e not been placed on t1tks irut:::ll:- du::: to
rrobkns \\h1ch en anse if such easements ars: utilised b one p:::.m
\\lthout c�"'ns1der::i,1on of the design requirements of the c:hn p::irt:- Th:\
c::iri. ho\, e\ er. be creat.:'.d \\ ith lmle difficulty. cost or de::.::,
\\ h:rc:: t\\ o :idJ::icent 0,,11-trs ::igree. a part::, '""all e:i.sement c:i.n be crc::itc:d
on :i. t!tle 1:-, n,o \\::l: s by enher gr:i.nttng an e:i.sement uncier r.he Tr:.insfer
of L:1.:1d -\ct orb\ :1�1�,h ing for:: pbnrnng permit for J..J; e::isemc:::'.
togcth·cr \,�tn cc:r11r-1c:it1on of the pl:i.n und<:r the Subdl\ 1'.:1on .-\c: ll1c
pLin shcl\\t.ng l11e L:l:sL'tlh.:nl 1s then lodgd al the T1tks Of:1cc Su;-\;:,c,r�
fees. sol1c1lor fc;;s ;:u1J pbnning cer11fic:1l!o11 J.I1d lodgl'.mc:nl free : .. qJph
These costs rnuld tot:11 around S 1.000 for each boundar- \,h1ch \\OLild be
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shared bet\\'cen the two O\,ners and the process may me around six 
weeks. 

Application for creation of a party wall easement should be made prior to 
or concurrently with submission of a development plan.and should have 
the adjoining O\\ners consent. 

Streetscape 

83 The building rhythm, m.'.lSsing and proportions of new de\'elopment 
should be designed to be compatible v-.ith the existing streetscape 
character of the eastern side of Melrose Street. 

B4. Building facades should be designed to complement the prevailing 
stre,etscape character v-.ith reference to: 

• inclusion of windows and doors v,ith suitable!'�rierf�;'\' '.'! ?': '";'' :c:,0_,·; �,,;cccved b,, !he
. . . . . . • �T'rITster-f<J,�1i1.n,.111,f� dr:d 1.<1C,ll (J 0VL!"'"llfilent on • compatible building heights and trans1t1ons; l

• visual differentiation between buildings;
2 0 1 "' • second floor rooms accommodated with the r. of spa.:;: - MAY 99 I

• facade art1culat1on; . �
��-Adri;i;; :;.1L:···· _,: ' .:. ,_,,,, ,,ni,ndrnen{ Servkes 1· 

• building materials, finishes and colours. Hig �trWe1'13�i'M.fft'''�·gc 1'epartment of lnfrastru::1ne materials should be a\ oided. 
--

Architectural details should be technically competent and ensure 
resolution of all potential problems ( drainage etc) \\ i thin each individual 
site. 

85 Transitions in building height between adjacent d\,ellings should not be 
greater that 3. 5 metres. 

86 A.ny fence \,itlun 2 metres of the site frontage should be no more that l .2
metr,!s high if solid. or I � me:r:::s high if not

87 From gates, meter and m;:iil bo:-.:es should be compaubk \\ nh an O\ erall 
building design and should b;:; included on plans 

83 Therrc:i.rlant�,::i: and, ehJCul::.r CfOSSO\ er at Mar� Stree: should be 
seale�3 predominant]\ in b1tumc:n 

Open Space 

8" A par: fr1..,111 the: front s�·t!�:,.:h-. 1°,:·, alL' orc:n space hJ\ 111g::. minimum :.ir �:..: 
of 2(J squ:uc mctr..:s J.nd J mi;11mum d1mens1on of 2 -4 m,·:r;::s 1s tu be· 
pro\ 1dc:d JdJ:.ic..:nt to :.i 11., 1ng ::i� ..:a c:1thcr Ji ground kvcl or 111 �he furm ,,," 
::i.n upper k,cl balcom or t;:rrac.: 
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Residential Amenity 

Bl O. Buildings should be designed to provide adequate security for residents 
and opportunities for passive surveillance of the street. 

·-

B 11. Private open spaces and living areas should be protected from direct 
overlooking from adjacent properties by use of appropriate design ru1d 
screening techniques. 

B 12. The potential for noise intrusion into dwellings should be minimised by 
careful site planning and use of noise resistant building materials. 

B 13. Buildings should be sited so that visual impact and overshadowing of 
habitable rooms and private open space of adjacent dwellings is 
minimised. 

B l4. Re.:1r fences (if applicable) and garage doors should have a minimum 
height of 2.4 metres to provide security for residents. 

landscaping 

B 15. Landscaping in frontage setbacks should not include the use of large or 
medium sized trees. 

B 16. The landscaping of other areas on each site should be designed to ensure 
that overshadO\Yi.ng of adjoining properties is minimal and structural 
dama2e to buildin2s and fences doeli",rot occm :-----·�----. �---,----,. -- .... 

I Th!�� ,1 true cer,�· (:{ 'he a.;;i\-'.'.nd::•tnr ,,:1:�:·nvcc hy the 
a t.Hnister foi" Pirt11:·:i:1g <1nd Loe.:.,! (J.-;;:<1 :·:1n.::.nt on 

Enquiries I 2 6 MAY 1997 

Any enqumes about the guidelines or hO\\ 
�

Gcfr�<\.titra', rrre�)1tbultf tY�endmM( Service,

d d h-QH1cEjcqlflannir.<1.p11 ·?1:.;,�c 1recte to th::: To\\11 Pl;:uu11ng Dep:1n:mcnt. L�pSiht'rt'M?f\flqrifr� �j,\,iQn 92�:; SSSS __

SJB Planning Pty Ltd 6 


